
COMPARISON OF PLANTAR FRICTION RIDGE IMPRESSIONS 

Course Description 
Due to their infrequent submission into forensic laboratories, friction ridge 

impressions recovered at the scene of a crime that originate from the 

foot/sole (plantar) can challenge even the most tenured comparison 

analyst. Additionally, it is very likely that if you have never received formal 

training specific to analyzing and comparing plantar impressions, you have 

probably misinterpreted a plantar impression as coming from a palm or a 

finger! Even if the interpretation, analysis and comparison is not 

problematic, what are the subsequent legal aspects? This 16-hour course 

is designed to provide the participant with the biological fundamentals, legal 

admissibility scenarios, source recognition, recording techniques and a 

vigorous practical comparison experience with plantar friction ridge 

impressions. 

Numerous practical exercises, supplemented by lectures and discussion 

are among the techniques used to provide the attendee with a tangible 

comparison experience with plantar impressions. The attendee will leave 

the course with valued experience and an increased knowledge of 

associated philosophies and methodologies. 

Target Audience 
Due to their infrequent submission into forensic laboratories, friction ridge 

impressions recovered at the scene of a crime that originate from the 

foot/sole (plantar) can challenge even the most tenured comparison analyst. 

Additionally, it is very likely that if you have never received formal training 

specific to analyzing and comparing plantar impressions, you have probably 

misinterpreted a plantar impression as coming from a palm or a finger! Even 

if the interpretation, analysis and comparison is not problematic, what are 

the subsequent legal aspects? This 16-hour course is designed to provide 

the participant with the biological fundamentals, legal admissibility 

scenarios, source recognition, recording techniques and a vigorous 

practical comparison experience with plantar friction ridge impressions. 

Numerous practical exercises, supplemented by lectures and discussion 

are among the techniques used to provide the attendee with a tangible 

comparison experience with plantar impressions. The attendee will leave 

the course with valued experience and an increased knowledge of 

associated philosophies and methodologies. 

Must Bring to Class 
There will be numerous 1 :1 comparison exercises conducted throughout 

this course; therefore, fingerprint magnifiers are required. Ridge counters 

are encouraged but optional and each student must bring a notebook. A 

portable lamp/light should be considered. 

Dress is business casual as the course will be conducted in a professional 

environment and facility. 

Class Instructor: 

Jon Stimac, CLPE 

Course Logistics 

When: 

December 9-10, 2024 

Class Times: 

08:00 AM - 05:00 PM 

Where: 

Hertzberg-Davis Forensic Science Center 

1800 Paseo Rancho Castilla 

Los Angeles, CA 90032 

Tuition: 

$350.00 

This course approved for 

I.A.I. Certification & Re-certification

Local Contact 

Christine Vejsicky 

Senior Forensic Print 
Specialist and Training 
Supervisor

Los Angeles Police Department 

N1900@Iapd.online 

213-4 73-824 7
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Comments on Training Site:
Please pick up temporary parking permits (25 max available) 
from front security desk the first day of training. Be advised 
this location is on the campus of CSULA and parking 
permits need to be displayed at all times. Park towards the 
back end of the parking lot. Carpooling is strongly 
encouraged as daily permits are limited and free parking can 
not be guaranteed.

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/laxdtdt-doubletree-los-angeles-downtown/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-DT-LAXDTDT&y_source=1_MTM3MjY2NC03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D

